other things of a similar nature. As soon as I saw that
I had placed it properly, and that this manner of covering
it, by putting on those small tubes in their proper places,
was likely to answer, as also that my journeymen
thoroughly understood my plan, which was very different
from that of all other masters, and I was sure that I could
depend upon them, I turned my thoughts to my furnace.
I had caused it to be filled with several pieces of brass
and bronze, and heaped them upon one another in the
manner taught us by our art, taking particular care to
leave a passage for the flames, that the metal might the
sooner assume its colour and dissolve into a fluid. Thus
I with great alacrity excited my men to lay on the pine-
wood, which, because of the unctuosity of the resinous
matter that oozes from the pine-tree, and that my furnace
was admirably well made, burned at such a rate that I was
continually obliged to run to and fro, which greatly
fatigued me. I, however, bore the hardship ; but, to add
to my misfortune, the shop took fire, and we were all
very much afraid that the roof would fall in and crush
us. From another quarter, that is from the garden, the
sky poured in so much rain and wind that it cooled my
furnace. Thus did I continue to struggle with these cross
accidents for several hours, and exerted myself to such
a degree that my constitution, though robust, could no
longer bear such severe hardship, and I was suddenly
attacked by a most violent intermitting fever. In short,
I was so ill that I found myself under a necessity of lying
down upon the bed. This gave me great concern, but it
was unavoidable. I thereupon addressed myself to my
assistants, who were about ten in number, consisting of
masters who melted bronze, helpers, men from the coun-
try, and the journeymen that worked in the shop, among